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titles of the chapters: "Kami, the Conception 
of Deity"; "Michi, the Way of Humanity"; 
"Satori, the Law of Enlightenment"; "Sukui, 
the Doctrine of Salvation"; "Chugi, the 
Spirit of Loyalty"; "Mirai, the Idea of Future 
Life." The final chapter discusses the relation 
of Christianity to these other faiths. 

This volume is helpful in that it enables the 
ordinary reader to appreciate the attitude of the 
Japanese toward religion. For a comprehensive 
survey of the field it would need to be supple- 
mented by larger works. 



Social Christianity. By Charles Reed Zahniser. 

Nashville: The Advance Publishing Co. 

Pp. 173. 75 cents. 
Dr. Zahniser is the pastor of a Presbyterian 
church in Pittsburgh, and also president of an 
interdenominational organization whose pur- 
pose is to co-ordinate the moral and civic action 
of Christian people in Pittsburgh. This useful 
little handbook is an outgrowth of practical 
experience in the centers of present-day industry. 
The author is intimately acquainted with many 
workers for social betterment, and particu- 
larly labor leaders and other spokesmen of the 
workers. The volume is a book for the hour 
and for the age. Thoroughly evangelical with- 
out being reactionary, abreast of the newer so- 
cial thought without being too radical, it is a 
book which multitudes of Christian pastors and 
laymen ought to know. 

The chapter on "The Insufficiency of the 
Old Evangelism" is a frank and brave deliver- 
ance. The ancient, individualistic evangel is 
here definitely abandoned. The author recog- 
nizes that while strenuous efforts are put forth 
today to continue the work of Moody, and that 
while great congregations may be gathered by 
careful advertising, the actual results are limited 
pretty largely to the middle class. He sees 
that the curtailment of ecclesiastical progress 
today is based upon the shrinkage of the great 
middle class. His presentation of the case 
against individualism is thus founded on socio- 
logical analysis. He admits that there is much 
of justice in the attacks commonly made on the 
church by leaders of socialism and by other 
exponents of discontent. The characteristic 
skepticism of today, he well says, is social and 
not intellectual or rationalistic. Men hold 
aloof from the church because her gospel does 
not meet their social needs. And yet the author 
makes it very clear that he does not agree with 
the program of the socialists. 

The climax of the book is the chapter called 
"The Gospel for the Age." Here the author 
begins by clearing the ground of an accumula- 
tion of spiritual futilities which has needed to be 
exposed for some time. There is much of so- 
called "social teaching" in our pulpits and 
Sunday schools, but most of it is social only in 
name and comes about as near being a gospel of 



social welfare as the gift of a few pennies to a 
hungry out-of-work does to solving the problem 
of the unemployed. Hitching a toy-cart labeled 
"Social Effort" to a gospel wagon of pure in- 
dividualism is far from socializing the message 
and work of the church. 

What the author would have the church do, 
in the first place, is to cease proclaiming that 
the one and only cure for the evils of civiliza- 
tion is the reformation of the individual. He 
gladly admits that personal regeneration has 
its place in the perspective of religious and social 
life. Nevertheless, he looks upon Christ not 
merely as the master of the individual heart, but 
as the Lord of those objective, legal relations 
between individuals which we call "social insti- 
tutions." The heresy of today, then, is not 
theological but sociological and economic. 
While the author would not commit the church 
to any political or economic program, he 
would make it a center of spiritual and moral 
education from which the individual Christian 
would go out with a new enthusiasm to make the 
world better in its institutional as well as its 
personal life. Dr. Zahniser makes it quite 
plain that his sympathies are with the single- 
taxers rather than with the socialists. He 
points out that there was no great social strain 
in America so long as there was plenty of 
unappropriated land on which the people could 
settle, and that while there is as yet only a 
modicum of people on the soil, vast areas are 
held away from productive use by speculation. 
In terms of economics, then, the author's con- 
ception of the gospel takes the form of empha- 
sis upon the equal right of all to the use of the 
earth which God has created for all. 



Economic Conditions in the Philippines. By 
Hugo H. Miller and Charles H. Storms. 
Boston: Ginn & Co., 1913. Pp.373. $1.75. 

Persons intending to go as missionaries to 
the Philippines will find here a mass of useful 
information well arranged. Dr. Miller is head 
of the department of industrial information in 
the Manila Bureau of Education, and Dr. 
Storms is an instructor in the Philippine Normal 
School. The book is not a theoretical treatise; 
it is a careful study of everyday facts which con- 
cern all who are engaged in any useful occupa- 
tion in these far-away islands. It develops one 
of the richest and most interesting fields of inves- 
tigation open to the student of Filipino affairs. 
The subject-matter has never been covered 
heretofore in any adequate way. The work 
is valuable, of course, not only to students of 
missions, but to students of economics. It can 
be used as a concrete introduction to that 
science. It begins with a description of primi- 
tive and civilized peoples in the islands, and 
then takes up in detail the agricultural, manu- 
facturing, and commercial industries. Some 



